
      
“From there on we were associ-

ated with the society. My husband
was the first president; I’m still a
member today.”  She plans to come
for the MHS celebratory luncheon
planned in October. 

      
Manuel remembers MHS picnics

and meetings on the property
grounds.  At the time she was also
inviting in school children and Scout
troops to visit the abode and explore
the ranch. That educational tradition
continues today as each year the so-
ciety welcomes Moraga School Dis-
trict third-graders to the history center,
bringing history to life, showing the
students artifacts and telling them
compelling stories.

      
In the MHS’s early days, Dicken-

son, who knew a lot of the old timers,
mostly farmers and cattle ranchers,
conducted research.  Brother Dennis
continued his research locally and be-
yond, such as looking up and inter-
viewing families of the town's
founders who had moved away. Sonia
Levitin wrote the first historical book-
let about Moraga.  Many residents
gave books, microfilm, videos, public

records, maps and artifacts that are
now preserved in the Historical Soci-
ety archives.  Among the first to join
were also the parents of the current
society president Susan Sperry. “Our
family moved to the area in 1944,”
says the former Moraga school-
teacher.

      
At the beginning, everything was

stored at the college, with very limited
access.  It wasn’t until 1999, after a
successful fundraising campaign, that
the MHS was able to build an addi-
tion to the existing Moraga library to
house the collection and to serve as a
history center that’s open to the public
three days a week.

      
Elsie Mastick and Margaret De

Priester are the two archivists at the
history center.  “I come twice a week
to open the center and clip articles that
have a relationship with Moraga or
one of its prominent institutions or
residents,” explains Mastick.  Every-
thing is referenced in books where all
the subjects are listed alphabetically.
Each subject corresponds to a file
that’s stored in one of the cabinet
drawers that fill one of the society’s

rooms. There are biographical files
and topical files about garden club
presidents, Moraga family heirlooms
and photography, the Transpacific
Railroad, the Moraga Barn, and hun-
dreds more.  There are also audio and
video documents, maps, and public
records stored at the history center, as
well as geological information and
facts about early Californians and
Saklan Indians.  

      
Former MHS president, Moraga

mayor and citizen of the year De-
Priester says she gets a lot of satisfac-
tion from working at the Historical
Society and helping people who come
in with questions.  “I like to keep
things straight,” explains DePriester.
“People come to us with questions
about their family who was in Mor-
aga a long time ago, or about the ele-
mentary school they attended.”  The
society also holds many of the Ha-
cienda de las Flores archives. An ar-
chitect from Gould Evans, the firm in
charge of creating a new plan for the
historical building, recently came to
do some research.

      
Over the years, the MHS has de-

veloped other ways to disseminate
history.  The book “Moraga Pride”
tells the history of the Rancho and the
town; postcards with Moraga histori-
cal places are sold; and in the late ‘90s
a large throw representing historical
landmarks was produced.  “I saw
such a piece at the Orinda Historical
Society,” remembers Carole Lucas
who started the project. “We assem-
bled a small committee with Sarah
Cory, chose the pictures, got the au-
thorizations and got the first one
weaved.” The 100 percent cotton, 49-
by-65-inch throw can be ordered on-
line at http://www.moragahistory.org.

      
The society also offers its mem-

bers conferences on historical topics
and organizes trips to historical sites.
An anniversary banquet is planned for
Oct. 10, featuring architectural histo-
rian and guest speaker Laura Ackley,
who published a book about the 1915
Panama Pacific international exhibi-
tion.  “The speech will be an introduc-
tion to the field trip we will take to the

San Francisco Historical Society later
in the year, for the celebration of the
exhibition’s 100th anniversary,” ex-
plains Sperry.  Interested residents
will be able to join in.
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Orinda Motors Presents

The 11th Annual Orinda
Classic Car Show Weekend

Join us as a spectator or to show your car or motorcycle!
Register online today!

Enjoy vintage and modern exotic cars and motorcycles, food,
music, and more! The show will be held in and around Orinda
Motors, 63 Orinda Way.

Cruise in a Classic!  Donate $10 and choose your ride for the parade.

Enter Your Car and Buy Party Tickets Today at www.OrindaCarShow.com
These events benefit the Seniors Around Town transportation program, Educational Foundation of  Orinda and other local charities. We would like
to thank our partners for helping make these events happen: Orinda Association, Rotary Club of  Orinda, Orinda Historical Society Museum,
Orinda Country Club, Orinda Chamber of  Commerce, EFO, Lamorinda Arts Council and Seniors Around Town.

Friday Night Pre-Party,
September 11th, 6:00pm

“DANCING WITH THE CARS”
Saturday,
September 12th, 10am–3pm

ORINDA CLASSIC CAR SHOW

of Walnut Creek
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DONATE YOUR OLD CAR,
Boat, RV, or Trailer

(Running or Not)
100% of proceeds go to educational and humanitarian

projects in our community and internationally.

Valuation established for tax purposes
Fast, free, and easy!

ROTARY CLUB OF MORAGA
Call: Roger Gregory, Rotarian

925-878-5002

Friends of Joaquin
Moraga Adobe
Fandango
A Fantastic Fandango will be pre-
sented this year by the Friends of the
Joaquin Moraga Adobe at Wilder’s
Quarry House. This annual event, to
raise monies to rehabilitate the 1841
Joaquin Moraga Adobe, will be held
at 6 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 29, featur-
ing KGO’s On-The-Go John
Hamilton as master of ceremonies
as well as food, music and dance.
Tickets may be purchased online at
moragaadobe.org, at the Orinda
Chamber of Commerce, 26 Orinda
Way, or at Moraga’s Hacienda de la
Flores.




